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Abstract
Hibiscus hamabo Siebold et Zucco grows on salt marsh habitats in southwestern
Japan. The plant has beautiful flowers and it has been often planted along road-
sides and in park in these days. The history of the description of the plant and the
etymology of its Japanese name were studied. The plant had firstly described in
some horticultural books such as Ito (1695) in the early Edo period and later de-
scribed and illustrated in some "Honzo-sho" , herbals. Botanical description was
never done until Siebold & Zuccarini (1838-50) and Iinuma 0856-). The Japanese
name "Hamabo" may be derived from Hama-hau which means beach-prostrating.
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